*# 
PT 4 4.0 
6 ev 


3 To : 
; ablnx 40M 
Ah 1 


[aq 
wood 
Q 
[a1 
B4 
PS 


THE 


- a Earl of Shaftsbury's 


EAF EDT ENT 
For Setling the 


N A.-T. 1 O N. 


Diſcourſed with His 


MAJESTY 


Inthe Houſe of Peers at Oxford, 
Mar, the 24th. 168j, 


dE 24th. of Marchs 
the great Patriot, and 
next. under God and 
Dr. Oates, the ſu- 
-preme Saviouraml De- 
fender of''the-Nation, 
the [Earl 'of -Shafts- 
bury receiv'd; or pre- 
tended that he feceiv a L2trer written in 
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20 420. 


(4) 

an ,unknown Hand, containing an Expedi- 
terepcts between the XKirg and Parliaveent. 
With this he made, a great noife, and: buſt- 
ling about as faſt as his leggs, and. man, and 


ſtick , could carry him, It was ask'd the 


Duke of . Mgxmouth, by my Lord, Chamber- 
lain, (that ſuppos'd that his. Grace might be 
privy. to this grand Aﬀair) what the great 
Concern was: Hig:Grace (with ſome fhew 
of modeſty and. fxlf-denial): made anſwer, 
that it was ſomewhat concernivg himſelf, 
wherein that Lord was (as in many. other 
things relating to his Grace) much more fer- 
ward than he deſir'd he ſhould be, 


The licrle Lord very buſy, anddefirous to. 


{peak with the King; was told by the Earl of 
'Beverſham that he heard he had ſome buſineſs 
of great Importance! to communicate to the 
King, and that thereforeif he pleas'd, he 
. would condud him co His Majeſty. The bu- 
fie Earl told him, he was willing to be con- 


ducted by fo honeſt a man as his Lordſhip, 
drolling and thinking himſeli. guiley of a yery. 


ſhrewd Irony, 
Well; 
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Religion, and.cheir All. 


PE: 
Well, he is brought to the King, and 
there broach'd. . The Letter of Expediens 


is produc'd ; and whatdo.you think was this 


| pony pa of ſecuring our Peace and Re- 
igion, but a Propoſal for the fſerrling the 
Crown on the Duke of Monmouth 2 The K. 


ſurpriz'd, told the Earl, that he wander'd thar 


afcer fo many Declarations ro the contrary, 
he ſhould preſs him upon that Subject, chat 


11. either with Conſcience, or Juſtice, or Na- 
ture, he could do ſuch a thing, he would 


have done it before, it being .realonable, 


thar if he had had ever a Child of his 


own Legitimate, he would much rather have 


him reign, than his Brother, or any of his 


Brothers Children :. That his Majeſty was 


none of tho(e that grew moretimorous with 


age, but that rather he grew the more reſolute 
the nearer he was to his grave. 


- © Attthat word the Loyal Ear] was mightily 


concern'd, and cry'd out that ic child his 
blood tp hear of ſuch an expreſſion; Telling 
the King how earneſtthe whole Nation. was 
for His P:eſeryation : that in Him were Com- 
ww all their Safeties, Lives, Liberties, and 


Yes, 


FRE... 

Yes, anſwered his Majeſty, .and yet, my 
Lord, Iam the only Arbigrary man in the 
Kingdom : But aſſure your Selves I intend to 
take a greater care of my Own Preſervation, 
and in that of my Peoples,chan any of You 
all that pretend to ſo much concern. for the 
Security of my Perſon. And yet as careful as I 
am of my Own Preſervation : Yet I would 
much ſouner loſe this Life, of which you 
pretend to be ſo watchful Preſervers, than 
ever Part with any of my Prerogative, or 
betray this Place, the Laws, or the Religion, 
or alter the true Succeſſion of the Crown, 


ir being repugnant both to Conſcience and 
Law. 
For that matter, repy'© the Earl, let us 


alone, we will make a Law for it, 

But the IK. told him, my Lord, if this is 
your Conſcience, it is far trom being mine : 
For this cannot be done without overthrow. 
ing all Religion, and all Law. 

 Audin fave, aſſure your ſelves, that as I 
love my Life ſo well, as to takeall che care 
in the world co keepit with Honor, ſo Idowr 
think 1t of fo great Value neither, aiter 
Fiſty, as to be preſery'd with the forkeicure 
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of my Honor, Conſcience, and the Laws 
a of the Land. 
| —_ And much more to this purpoſe did. his 
Majeſty ſay upon this occaſton , all ſo full 

of Reaſon, Equity and Juſtice, and with 
_ ſo much Reſolution and Courage, as gave 
the greateſt aſſurance and encouragement to 
all the Loyal Lordsin the Houfe, and all ho- 
neſt Subjects that could be; bat to the Fa- 
Ctious, the greateſt Confuſton imaginable. 


This was done Jeſterday in the Houſe 
of Lords. 
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